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Dear Sir,

European Regional Polio Laboratory Network
Letter of Laboratory Accreditation for 2018

As part of the annual accreditation procedure, the National Polio Laboratory of your country was
reviewed by the World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe.

Based on the results of this review, I am pleased to inform you that the National Laboratory is fully
accredited as a World Health Organization Polio National Laboratory for 2018.

Taking this opportunity, I would like to draw your attention to the report of the 31* Meeting of the
European Regional Certification Commission for Poliomyelitis Eradication (RCC) which concluded
that as the polio eradication initiative approaches the global eradication of polio, countries hosting
WHO polio laboratories should ensure that adequate financial and human resources for laboratory-
based polio surveillance continue to be provided through the period of global certification of
eradication and into the post-certification period.

The RCC also concluded that Member States should ensure that all non-typed enteroviruses isolated
from patients with polio-compatible clinical conditions are screened to exclude poliovirus. All
polioviruses detected must be forwarded to an accredited WHO polio laboratory without delay for
intratypic differentiation and any further characterization required.

It is also important to point out that all diagnostic work on samples where a presence of poliovirus is
suspected should be performed in accordance with Annex 6 of the WHO Global Action Plan to
minimize poliovirus facility-associated risk after type-specific eradication of wild polioviruses and
sequential cessation of oral polio vaccine use (GAPIII).
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I would like to thank you personally for your ongoing support of the National Polio Laboratory and to
congratulate staff of the Laboratory with the successful accreditation.

Yours sincerely,
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Dr Nedret Emiroglu

Director of Programme Management

Director of the Division of Health Emergencies and Communicable Diseases
WHO Regional Office for Europe

Links:
Report of the 31st Meeting of the European Regional Certification Commission for Poliomyelitis Eradication (RCC)
hip://www.euro.who.inlt/__ data/assets/pdi_{ile/0008/349586/315t-RCC-report-2017.pd i ua= |

Global Action Plan (GAPIII) htip://poliocradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/GAPIIL 2014.pdf

Copy for information to:

Dr Nino Berdzuli, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs, 144, Ak. Tsereteli Ave.,
0119 Thilisi, Georgia

Dr Sofiko Belkania, Head, Executive Department, Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs, 144, Ak.
Tsereteli Ave., 0119 Thilisi, Georgia

Mr Shalva Tsiskarashvili, Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission of Georgia to the United Nations
Office and other international organizations in Geneva, Rue Richard-Wagner 1, CH-1202 Gengve, Switzerland
H.E. Mr Gigi Gigiadze, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Embassy of Georgia, Nybrogade 10,
Ist. Floor, 1203 Copenhagen K, Denmark

Mr Niels Scott, United Nations Resident Coordinator, UNDP Resident Representative, United Nations
Development Programme, UN House, 9 Eristavi St., 0179 Tbilisi, Georgia

Dr Marijan Ivanusa, WHO Representative and Head of WHO Office, WHO Country Office, Georgia, 81
Barnov Street, Apt.4, 0179 Tbilisi, Georgia




